
 

A Service of Baptism & Confirmation 

Sunday 18th January 2026 

Parish Eucharist 

President:  

Bishop Martin Gainsborough, The Bishop of Kingston 

 

Processional Hymn  please stand  

The Church's one foundation 

is Jesus Christ her Lord; 

she is his new creation 

by water and the word: 

from heaven he came and sought her 

to be his holy bride; 

with his own blood he bought her, 

and for her life he died. 

 

Elect from every nation, 

yet one o'er all the earth, 

her charter of salvation 

one Lord, one faith, one birth; 

one holy name she blesses, 

partakes one holy food, 

and to one hope she presses, 

with every grace endued. 

 

Yet she on earth hath union 

with God the Three in One, 

and mystic sweet communion 

with those whose rest is won: 

O happy ones and holy! 

Lord, give us grace that we 

like them, the meek and lowly, 

on high may dwell with thee. 

 

Greeting 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.   

Amen. 

There is one body and one spirit. 

There is one hope to which we were called; 

One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

one God and Father of all. 

Peace be with you. 

And also with you. 



Please sit. 

The Bishop introduces the service informally. 

 

Prayers of Penitence  introduced by the Deacon 
The sun of righteousness has dawned with healing in his wings. 

Let us come to the risen Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
Absolution 

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 
Gloria      please stand 

The children gather at the front before they leave for Children’s Church. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest. 

 

 

 

 



Collect 
The Bishop introduces a period of silent prayer. 

God, who as at this time taught the hearts of your faithful people 

by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 

grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgement in all things 

and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus our 

Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading     Ezekiel 36.24- 28   please sit 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading  John 15.9-17 
We all stand and turn to face the Deacon as they prepare to read the Gospel. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

A sentence from scripture is sung and then we respond singing: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

At the end: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon    Bishop Martin 

 

Presentation of the Candidates 
The candidates are presented to the congregation.  

The bishop asks those who are candidates for baptism:   

Do you wish to be baptised? 

Candidates: I do. 

 

The bishop asks the candidates for confirmation:  

Have you been baptised in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit? 

Candidates: I have. 

 

The bishop asks all the candidates:  

Are you ready with your own mouth and from your own heart to affirm your faith 

in Jesus Christ? 

Candidates: I am. 



The bishop addresses the whole congregation: 

Faith is the gift of God to his people.  

In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling.  

People of God, will you welcome these candidates and uphold them in their life in 

Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

The Decision 
The bishop addresses all the candidates:  

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask these questions: 

Do you turn to Christ? 

Candidates: I turn to Christ. 

 

Do you repent of your sins? 

Candidates: I repent of my sins. 

 

Do you renounce evil? 

Candidates: I renounce evil. 

 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

Candidates: I turn to Christ. 

 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

Candidates: I submit to Christ. 

 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 

Candidates: I come to Christ. 

 
The bishop says: 

May God who has given you the desire to follow Christ 

give you strength to continue in the Way. 

 Amen. 

  

Signing with the Cross  
The bishop or another minister makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of each candidate for 

baptism, saying: 

Christ claims you for his own. 

Receive the sign of his cross. 

 

The bishop may invite their sponsors to sign the candidates with the sign of the cross.  

When all the candidates for baptism have been signed, the bishop says to them: 

Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified. 

Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ against sin, the world and the devil, 

and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 

 



May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, restore in you the 

image of his glory, and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ. 

Amen. 

 

The Baptism 

The candidates and the bishop follow the crucifer and acolytes to the font. 

 

Prayer over the Water 
The bishop says: 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

We praise you, loving Father, for the gift of your Son Jesus. 

He was baptised in the River Jordan, 

where your Spirit came upon him and revealed him as the Son you love. 

He sent his followers to baptise all who turn to him. 

Now, Father, we ask you to bless this water,  

that those who are baptised in it may be cleansed in the water of life,  

and, filled with your Spirit, may know that they are loved as your children,  

safe in Christ for ever.  

Amen. 

 

Profession of Faith 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life,  

the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature,  

died for us and rose again?  

We believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world?  

We believe and trust in him.    

 

This is the faith of the Church.  

This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

 

The bishop addresses each candidate for baptism by name, saying:    

N, is this your faith? 

Candidates: This is my faith. 

 

The bishop or another minister pours water on each candidate three times, saying: 

N, I baptise you in the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 



When all have been baptised, the bishop says: 

May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, 

pour upon you the riches of his grace, 

that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people 

you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, 

and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory. 

Amen. 

 

The candidates for confirmation who have previously been baptised come forward to the font and 

sign themselves with water, or the bishop may sprinkle them, after which the bishop invites the 

congregation to join him in praying: 

Almighty God, 

we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith 

with all who have been baptised into your name. 

Keep us faithful to our baptism, and so make us ready for that day 

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

The bishop, crucifer, acolytes and candidates move to the place of confirmation.  

The choir sings: 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire,  

and lighten with celestial fire; 

thou the anointing Spirit art, 

who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 

 

Thy blessed unction from above 

is comfort, life and fire of love; 

enable with perpetual light 

the dullness of our blinded sight. 

Anoint and cheer our soiled face 

with the abundance of thy grace; 

keep far our foes, give peace at home; 

where thou art guide no ill can come. 

 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

and thee, of both, to be but one; 

that through the ages all along 

this may be our endless song: 

 

Praise to thy eternal merit, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Confirmation 
The bishop stands before those who are to be confirmed, and says: 

Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord now and for ever.   

Amen. 



The bishop extends his hands towards those to be confirmed and says: 

Almighty and ever-living God, 

you have given these your servants new birth 

in baptism by water and the Spirit, and have forgiven them all their sins. 

Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them: the Spirit of wisdom and understanding; 

the Spirit of counsel and inward strength; the Spirit of knowledge and true 

godliness; and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The bishop addresses each candidate by name: 

N, God has called you by name and made you his own. 

 

He then lays his hand on the head of each, saying: 

Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

The Rector then anoints each candidate with oil, saying: 

Receive the Seal of the Holy Spirit  

 

The bishop invites the congregation to pray for all the candidates. 

Defend, O Lord, these your servants with your heavenly grace, 

that they may continue yours for ever, 

and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more 

until they come to your everlasting kingdom. Amen. 

 

Commission 
Those who are baptised are called to worship and serve God.  

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 

and in the prayers? 

Candidates: With the help of God, I will. 

 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, 

and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

Candidates: With the help of God, I will. 

 

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ? 

Candidates: With the help of God, I will. 

 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as yourself? 

Candidates: With the help of God, I will. 

 

Will you acknowledge Christ's authority over human society, by prayer for the 

world and its leaders, by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice? 

Candidates: With the help of God, I will. 

 

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, 

that you may be rooted and grounded in love 

and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.  

Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
As a royal priesthood, let us pray to the Father 

through Christ who ever lives to intercede for us. 

Reveal your kingdom among the nations; 

may peace abound and justice flourish. 

 

The response: 

Your name be hallowed. 

Your kingdom come. 

 

Merciful Father 

Accept these prayers for the sake of your son  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Peace  Please stand.   
We are fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of God, 

through Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace 

to those who were far off and those who were near. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

The children return from Children’s Church, gather at the chancel steps and say: 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

Offertory Hymn 

A collection plate will be passed around during this hymn. Alternatively, please use our contactless 

card reader in the entrance lobby, or the QR code  
Just as I am, without one plea 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou bidst me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

with many a conflict, many a doubt, 

fightings within, and fears without, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

yea, all I need, in thee to find, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve: 

because thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 
 



Just as I am (thy love unknown 

has broken every barrier down), 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

Just as I am, of that free love 

the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove, 

here for a season, then above, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

Taking of The Bread and The Wine 
To you we come, Father of lights, with angels and saints, where heaven and earth 

unite. May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread. 

Amen. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

The president praises God for his mighty acts and we all sing: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The president recalls the Last Supper, and we use this acclamation:  

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

 

The prayer continues and ends with praise to God to which everyone responds: 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer  please sit 

In the company of all those who have followed Christ through the ages;  

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of The Bread 
The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread.  

 

Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

The president and Eucharistic ministers receive the communion followed by the Candidates. 

The Congregation receive communion. If you would like to receive Communion you are very 

welcome to do so here.  If you do not normally have communion but you would like a blessing, 

please come to the altar holding this service book as a sign. A sidesperson will show you when to 

come up. 

 

Anthem 
I will sing with the Spirit - Rutter 

 

Prayer After Communion 
Silence is kept. 

God of mercy,  

by whose grace alone we are accepted and equipped for your service: 

stir up in us the gifts of your Holy Spirit and make us worthy of our calling; 

that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.  

 

Notices and Banns of Marriage 

 

Giving of a Lighted Candle 
The candidates gather on the Chancel steps as we sing and all the candidates receive a lighted 

candle. 

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 

and has given us a place with the saints in light. 

You have received the light of Christ; walk in this light all the days of your life. 

Shine as a light in the world 

to the glory of God the Father.  

 

Blessing 
The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus,  

establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith;  

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Final Hymn  
O Jesus, I have promised 

to serve thee to the end; 

be thou for ever near me, 

my Master and my Friend; 

I shall not fear the battle 

if thou art by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway 

if thou wilt be my Guide. 

 

O let me hear thee speaking 

in accents clear and still, 

above the storms of passion, 

the murmurs of self-will; 

O speak to reassure me, 

to hasten or control; 

O speak, and make me listen, 

thou Guardian of my soul. 

 

 



O Jesus, thou hast promised 

to all who follow thee, 

that where thou art in glory 

there shall thy servant be; 

and, Jesus, I have promised 

to serve thee to the end; 

O give me grace to follow, 

my Master and my Friend. 

 

O let me see thy footmarks, 

and in them plant mine own; 

my hope to follow duly 

is in thy strength alone; 

O guide me, call me, draw me, 

uphold me to the end; 

and then in heaven receive me, 

my Saviour and my Friend. 

 

 

Dismissal 
Go in the light and peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  

  

 

Voluntary 
Dialouge (Suite du 4ème ton) - Guilain 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidates for Baptism & Confirmation:  

Joseph Thomas 

Rosie Hawkins 

 

Candidates for Confirmation: 

Freda Graham 

Rory Duffield 

Colin Mabbs 

Zuzannah Frackiewicz 

 

 


