Good Shepherd Sunday / Easter 4
Sunday 26" April 2026

Parish Eucharist
Mass of St Thomas - Thorne

Processional Hymn
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
who like me his praise should sing?
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise the everlasting King.

Praise him for his grace and favour
to our fathers in distress;
praise him still the same for ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless.
Praise him! Praise him!
Glorious in his faithfulness.

Father-like, he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.
Praise him! Praise him!
Widely as his mercy flows.

Angels, help us to adore him;
ye behold him face to face;
sun and moon, bow down before him;
dwellers all in time and space.
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise with us the God of grace.

The Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

please sit
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Words of introduction may be said.
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He has given us new life and fresh hope!
Jesus is raised from the dead!
God has claimed us as his own.
He has brought us out of darkness!
He has made us light to the world.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

Prayers of Penitence

The sun of righteousness has dawned with healing in his wings.
Let us come to the risen Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Absolution

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins,

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria please stand
The children gather at the front for a prayer before they leave for Children’s Church.

Refrain: Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Refrain

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
Refrain



For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Refrain

The Collect
Almighty God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life:
raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness,
that we may seek those things which are above,
where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Reading Acts 2: 42-end

At the end the reader may say:
For the word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn
Faithful Shepherd, feed me
in the pastures green;
faithful Shepherd, lead me
where thy steps are seen.

Hold me fast, and guide me
in the narrow way;
so, with thee beside me,
I shall never stray.

Daily bring me nearer
to the heavenly shore;
may my faith grow clearer,
may | love thee more.

Hallow every pleasure,
every gift and pain;
be thyself my treasure,
though none else | gain.



Day by day prepare me
as thou seest best,
then let angels bear me
to thy promised rest.

Gospel Reading John 10: I-10 please stand
We all stand and turn to face the Deacon as they prepare to read the Gospel.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

A sentence from the scripture is sung and then we respond singing:
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end of the reading:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon please sit

Affirmation of Faith please stand
Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures;
he was buried;
he was raised to life on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures;
afterwards he appeared to his followers, and to all the apostles:
this we have received, and this we believe.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession please sit
These responses may be used:

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

At the end:
Merciful Father,
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Amen.



THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

The Peace please stand
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia!

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

The children return from Children’s Church, gather at the chancel steps and say:
‘Let us offer one another a sign of peace’.

Offertory Hymn
A collection plate will be passed around during this hymn. Alternatively, please use our contactless
card reader in the entrance lobby, or the QR code ' 0]

The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if | am his
and he is mine for ever.

Where streams of living water flow
my ransomed soul he leadeth,
and where the verdant pastures grow
with food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish oft | strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.

In death’s dark vale | fear no ill
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
thy rod and staff my comfort still,

thy cross before to guide me.

Thou spread’st a table in my sight,
thy unction grace bestoweth:
and O what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

And so through all the length of days
thy goodness faileth never;
good Shepherd, may | sing thy praise
within thy house for ever.



The president takes the bread and wine and says:
Be present, be present,
Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest;
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

The president praises God for his mighty acts:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

The president recalls the Last Supper, and we use this acclamation:
Jesus Christ is Lord:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.

The prayer continues and ends with praise to God to which everyone responds

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer please sit
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.



Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body
because we all share in the one bread.

Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

Giving of Communion
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

If you normally receive Communion in your own church, you are very welcome to do so here.
If you do not, please come up to the altar for a blessing, holding this booklet as a sign. Someone
will show you when to come up.

Anthem please sit
| am the good shepherd - Elliott

Prayer after Communion
Merciful Father,
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd,
and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again:
keep us always under his protection, and give us grace to follow in his steps;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood

of your Son Jesus Christ.

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory.

Amen.

Notices and Banns of Marriage



Blessing
God, who through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
has given us the victory, give you joy and peace in your faith;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Recessional Hymn please stand
| will sing the wondrous story
of the Christ who died for me,
how he left the realms of glory
for the cross on Calvary.
Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story
of the Christ who died for me -
sing it with his saints in glory,
gathered by the crystal sea.

I was lost but Jesus found me,
found the sheep that went astray,
raised me up and gently led me
back into the narrow way.
Days of darkness still may meet me,
sorrow’s path | oft may tread;
but his presence still is with me,
by his guiding hand I’m led.

He will keep me till the river
rolls its waters at my feet:
then he’ll bear me safely over,
made by grace for glory meet.
Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story
of the Christ who died for me -
sing it with his saints in glory,
gathered by the crystal sea.

Dismissal
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Organ Voluntary

Please stay and join us for refreshments!
This evening’s service is Informal Worship at 18.30.



