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Giving in Thanksgiving at St Leonard’s.
Our lives are a gift from God and as a community of faith we have much to
give thanks for. As members of St Leonard’s, we are a part of a vibrant and
outward looking Christian community; St Leonard’s makes a difference to our
lives and to the life of Streatham and beyond. For which we thank God.
We express our thanks to God in many ways, one of which is through our
giving of money to enable the ministry and mission of St Leonard’s to flourish.
Although we are seeing some encouraging signs of growth in number our finances have been on a trajectory of decline in recent years whilst demands
on expenditure have increased. This has meant that any reserves that had
been built up are now exhausted. The PCC has taken the difficult decision to
reduce our giving to the wider work of the Diocese of Southwark by 10K this
year. This was to ensure we could balance our own books which is, of course
our primary financial responsibility. By the grace of God, we ended the year
with a balanced budget but need to work together to improve our income
going forward. This leaflet has been prepared to help us think about this challenge and how we might respond.
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Our Finances - The Facts
St Leonard’s raises all its own funds. This happens in two specific ways;
Giving from individuals and income from hire /letting/ rental of our building.
These diagrams show our income and expenditure for 2017 in percentage
terms. You are also welcome to have a copy of the audited accounts if you
wish.

Overall Income 2017: £167,719.4
1.Monthly Standing orders
(58%)
2.Envelope giving (16%)
3.Income tax recovered.
(16%)
4.Cash donations (10%)

Income from
Donations:
£97,275.19
1.Church Hire (12%)
2.Vodaphone mast (17%)
3.Spires Hall lease (35%)
4.Aldrington Rd Rent (36%)

Income from
Lettings/
Hire:
£70,444.29
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Overall Expenditure 2017: £163,472.67

1. Parish Quota –
Diocese of Southwark (60%)
2. Worship and MAP
(6%)
3. Building maintenance & care (23%)
4. Administration
(5%)
5. Income generating
expenses (6%)
The Challenge
To maintain our life and witness St Leonards currently costs around £3,200
per week of which £1,900 is met through the generosity of people who
worship at St Leonards. The remaining £1,300 is met through the income we
receive from our assets (essentially the buildings we own). Sadly we have
come to rely on the rental income from our vacant curates house in
Aldrington Road and therefore it is unlikely that we can support a curate in
the future until this is resolved.
Similarly, there is an urgent need for the Church to support the Rector and
church wardens with some parish administration and in particular the
Bookkeeping.
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We are also about to launch an extensive Redevelopment program which
will require additional administrative support.
Our volunteers are remarkable and serve selflessly and with tireless
commitment, but there are areas of work which do need staffing in a
salaried way.
Vision

2018 is going to be an exciting year in our life together. The first phase of
our redevelopment will enable us not only to offer a better level of
hospitality and welcome to all who come through our door for church
activities but also to make us a suitable venue for a wider range of
community and commercial events. This in turn should help to generate
further income streams and thus support our work going forward. As a
church we have a unique opportunity to build relationships with the local
community in new and creative ways through the hospitality of our
building. This is the most effective way in which we can lower the
threshold into our worshipping life should someone want to make that
step. Development of our building is therefore at the heart of both our
mission and our maintenance.
Our Response
In order that we can go forward with confidence we need to find
ways of increasing our annual income by 10%.
There are three ways in which you might respond in order to help
strengthen our financial situation:

1.

By setting up a standing order with your bank. This is the most
effective way for us to reclaim Gift Aid ( if you are a Tax payer – 25p
of tax on every £1 you donate). We currently have 63 people who
give by standing order – could you help increase that number? A
monthly donation really helps us plan our spending and budget in an
informed way. Please see form below and ask for our Gift Aid form if you
are a UK Tax payer.

2.
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Increasing your current standing order. Could you help us to achieve
this by advising your bank to increase your current gift by 10% ?

3.

Remembering St Leonards in your Will. Legacies are a huge help to the

work of any Charity and the church is no exception. You may not be
In a position to give money now, but perhaps you can help in this
way in the future?

Thank you for taking the time to
read this leaflet.
St Leonards is a very special place
which has served the people of
Streatham for hundreds of years.
With your help we can ensure that it
continues to do so in our generation
and beyond.

O God,
make the door of this house wide
enough
to receive all who need human love
and fellowship,
and a heavenly Father’s care;
and narrow enough to shut out
all envy, pride and hate.
Make its threshold smooth enough
to be no stumbling-block to
children,
or to straying feet,
but rugged enough
to turn back the tempter’s power:
make it a gateway
to thine eternal kingdom.
Amen
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Standing Order Instruction For new givers only
To the Manager (please use BLOCK CAPITALS)
Of .................................................................... Bank
Address ....................................................................
...................................................................................
Post Code .................................................................. If you do not know
your bank’s address be sure to enter the sort code in the box
below.
Please pay to: NatWest Bank, 54 Streatham High Road, London
SW16 1BZ
Streatham Parochial Church Council
Account number: 05175623
Sort Code: 60-20-39
The sum of

£ ................................................................................
On .....................................................................(date)
And every month/quarter/year thereafter from my account until
further notice.
Your account details
Name(s) of account holder(s) ...................................
...................................................................................
Address of bank ........................................................
....................................................................................
Account number .........................................................
Sort code ....................................................................

Signed ........................................................................
Date ............................................................................
8

