
Next Before Lent 

Sunday 2nd March 2025 

All Age Eucharist – With Baptism 

A People’s Eucharist - Greening 

 

Processional Hymn 
1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

To his feet thy tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

Who like me his praise should sing? 

Praise him!  Praise him! 

Praise the everlasting King. 

 

2. Praise him for his grace and favour 

To our fathers in distress; 

Praise him still the same for ever, 

Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Praise him!  Praise him! 

Glorious in his faithfulness. 

 

3. Father-like, he tends and spares us; 

Well our feeble frame he knows; 

In his hands he gently bears us, 

Rescues us from all our foes. 

Praise him!  Praise him! 

Widely as his mercy flows. 

 

4. Angels, help us to adore him; 

Ye behold him face to face; 

Sun and moon, bow down before him; 

Dwellers all in time and space. 

Praise him!  Praise him! 

Praise with us the God of grace. 

Introduction 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

Amen. 

The Lord be with you  

and also with you.  

 

The congregation sits and the president introduces the theme of the service. 

 

Prayer of Preparation  

Almighty God,  

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Penitence    introduced by the Deacon 

God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our sins,  

to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to external life. 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s 

commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 



 Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been,  

help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

Absolution 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,  

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you  

in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

Gloria     please stand 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the most high Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.   

Amen. 

 

The Collect  

Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered death upon the 

cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, that we may be strengthened to suffer with 

him and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 



who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Gospel Reading  Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]   
We all stand and turn to face the Deacon as they prepare to read the Gospel. 

 Alleluia,  Alleluia,  Alleluia,  Alleluia. 

 

A sentence from the scripture is sung and then we respond singing:  

Alleluia,  Alleluia,  Alleluia,  Alleluia. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

At the end: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

All-Age Talk and Prayers     please sit 

 

The Presentation of the Candidates for Baptism 

Faith is the gift of God to his people. 

In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling. 

People of God, will you welcome N and uphold them in their new life in Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

The parents and godparents are asked questions to which they respond: 

The Church receives N, with joy. 

Today we are trusting God for their growth in faith. 

Will you pray for them, draw them by your example into the community of faith and 

walk with them in the way of Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 

In baptism N begins their journey in faith. 

You speak with them today. 

Will you care for them, and help them to take their place within the life and worship of 

Christ’s Church? 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

The Decision 

The president addresses the congregation and candidates for baptism  

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask: 



           Do you turn away from sin?  I do. 

           Do you reject evil?   I do. 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? I do. 

Do you trust in him as Lord?  I do. 

 

Signing with the Cross 

The minister of baptism or another minister makes the sign of the cross on the child with the oil of 

baptism. 

Christ claims you for his own. Receive the sign of his cross. 

Do not be ashamed of Christ. You are his for ever. 

Stand bravely with him against all the powers of evil, 

and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life.  

May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness,  

and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand for the procession to the font. 

 

Prayer over the Water 
The minister stands before the water of baptism and says:  

We praise you, loving Father, for the gift of your Son Jesus. 

He was baptized in the River Jordan,  

where your Spirit came upon him and revealed him as the Son you love. 

He sent his followers to baptize all who turn to him. 

Now, Father, we ask you to bless this water  that those who are baptized in it 

may be cleansed in the water of life, and, filled with your Spirit,  

may know that they are loved as your children, safe in Christ for ever.  

Amen. 

 

Profession of Faith  

Let us affirm together, our common faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

 I believe and trust in him. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

 I believe and trust in him. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world? 

  I believe and trust in him. 



This is the faith of the Church. 

 This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

  

Baptism 
N, I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, pour upon you the 

riches of his grace, that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people 

you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, and come to the inheritance of the 

saints in glory. Amen. 

 

The Welcome  
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism:  

N, by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body. 

 We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 

we are children of the same heavenly Father; we welcome you. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

The Peace     please stand 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.  

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

Offertory Hymn 
A collection plate will be passed around if you would like to leave a cash donation.   Alternatively,  

please use our contactless card reader in the entrance lobby, or the QR code on the yellow card in the 

back of your chair.

 

 

1. Take this moment, sign and space; 

take my friends around; 

here among us make the place 

where your love is found. 

 

2. Take the time to call my name, 

take the time to mend 

who I am and what I’ve been, 

all I’ve failed to tend. 

 

 

 

 

3. Take the tiredness of my days, 

take my past regret, 

letting your forgiveness touch 

all I can’t forget. 

 

4. Take the little child in me, 

scared of growing old; 

help me here to find my worth 

made in Christ’s own mould. 

 

5. Take my talents, take my skills, 

take what’s yet to be; 

let my life be yours, and yet, 

let it still be me. 



The president takes the bread and wine and says: 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this  

bread and wine to set before you, which earth has given and human hands have  

made.  They will become for us the bread of life and cup of salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you  

and also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.    

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest, 

Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The president recalls the Last Supper, and we use this acclamation: 

Great is the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

At the end of the prayer of consecration we all respond: 

Amen.  

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer      please sit 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 



The Agnus Dei    

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 

 

Giving of Communion 
The president says an invitation to Communion:  

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father.  

Amen.  

 

 

The Communion 

If you would like to receive Communion you are very welcome to do so here.  If you do not normally 

have communion but you would like a blessing, please come to the altar holding this service book  

as a sign.  A sidesperson will show you when to come up. 

 

 

Anthem     please sit  

A Clare Benediction - Rutter 

 

 

Prayer after Communion    silence is kept 

Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ: 

may we who are partakers at his table reflect his life in word and deed, 

that all the world may know his power to change and save. 

This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God,  

we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit  

to live and work to your praise and glory. 

Amen. 

 

 

The Notices and Banns of Marriage    



Giving of a lighted Candle 

The newly baptised is brought forward and receives a lighted candle. 

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 

and has given us a place with the saints in light. 

You have received the light of Christ; walk in this light all the days of your life. 

Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father. 

 

The Blessing     please stand 

 

Recessional Hymn  
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

 

To all life thou givest – to both great and small; 

In all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

And wither and perish – but nought changeth thee. 

 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

All laud we would render: O help us to see 

‘Tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 
 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ.  Amen.  

 

 

Organ Voluntary  
Prelude from Sonata in C minor Op.56 - Guilmant 

 

 

Please stay and join us for refreshments! 


