
 

              The Rector’s Ramblings 

                     January 2019 
 

Dear Friends, 

I promised in September to produce a ‘Rector’s Rambling’ 

every now and again and January feels like good opportunity 

to update everyone at St Leonard’s with latest news and a 

little of what might be clanking around in your Rector’s head 

at the beginning of this New Year. 

So here goes: 

 

Christmas! 

What a wonderful season it was. The church looked beautiful 

and the arrival of the new chairs was the icing on the cake. 

Our attendance figures were up, not least at the Carol 

service, where we attracted 100 more people than in 2017. 

We hosted three nativity plays, a concert, several school 

carol services as well as visits from schools not usually on our 

books, wanting to hear the Christmas story told in a Christian 

place of worship.  

As a church we pulled together wonderfully to provide gifts 

for those who attended the Spires Centre on Christmas Day 

for lunch and in partnership with Streatham Senior 

connections we ensured that families in need at Christmas 

were able to enjoy the giving and receiving of gifts. 



Thank you to everyone who played their part – it really was a 

joyfully season of good will. 

 

New arrivals. 

It was an exciting day when the lorry from Ireland pulled up 

outside St Leonard’s carrying our precious load of new chairs.  

A small team cleared the building and we lovingly said 

farewell to the old ones. The pledges poured in to fund the 

chairs and a run of very enjoyable fund-raising events meant 

that almost all the chairs are now paid for. If you have an 

outstanding pledge, we would love to receive payment! 

This week a set of eight refurbished ‘old friends’ made their 

home in the Narthex and we await a display cabinet to house 

their plaques and our new book of ‘friends’. 

The new boilers were installed as promised in the autumn 

and we are enjoying the benefits during these cold months.  

Our new sound system and repaired hearing loop has made a 

huge difference and our sermons are now recorded and 

available on the new website to listen to. 

 

   

Looking ahead 

As many of you are aware, we have a very serious 

structural problem on the north side of the building. This 

stems from a nasty crack in the north porch which is due to a 

range of factors (subsidence, the oak tree and poor drainage) 

which together has placed the building on the ‘Heritage at 



risk register’. If you look closely you will see further cracks 

appearing along the upper north side of the church. Due to 

some sterling work from our redevelopment team we have 

managed to secure the funds to repair the crack and adapt 

the north porch at the same time to create much needed 

community spaces in the tower void. A small creche room on 

the ground floor and a small meeting room in the upper 

space. A simple ‘open feel’ stair case will come directly into 

the church from the gallery which will make overflow seating 

on the gallery more accessible. We are awaiting tenders for 

the works as I write and once considered our chosen 

contractors can begin work. In the meantime, the area is now 

isolated, and some stabilising works have taken place to 

reduce further risk.  

As well as the North Porch Project we hope this year to 

improve and renew the church lighting system as well as 

redecorate throughout the church. 

In the meantime, we have applied for a grant to make the 

gallery accessible to those with mobility difficulties, to 

improve the seated experience and provide further 

community space. We wait to hear if we have been 

successful. 

 

Our Mission Action Plan 

At the Parish Vision day in June the PCC along 

with members of the church reflected on 

three key areas of our life together.  



Our Worship was one of the areas of focus and the following 

three statements best express what we agreed we want our 

worship to be: 

• We want our worship to be accessible, welcoming and 
inclusive of all. 

• We want to express our gratitude to God by offering the 
best of who we are and the gifts we have in our worship. 

• We want to hear what God is saying to us and be open 
and responsive. 

The PCC met in July to reflect on the questions this vision 

raises. A questionnaire has subsequently been formulated 

from the questions and comments that were gathered at the 

vision day along with the PCC’s reflections in relationship to 

our worship. 

This will be given to all those who worship at St Leonard’s in 

February and the results will be collated and considered by 

the PCC in order to help us discern any next steps. Please be 

reassured this isn’t about ‘change for change sake’ but it is 

about taking the time to discern whether there are things 

that need to change in order to reflect where we are today as 

a church and to ensure that the widest possible range of 

people feel they can participate and enjoy worshipping at St 

Leonard’s. 

The other two areas that we have identified as being our 

priority at St Leonard’s are:  

Those who are especially vulnerable: 

• We want to ensure that those who are vulnerable 
among us, both close at hand and in the wider world, 
are noticed and supported. 

https://stleonard-streatham.org.uk/worship/
https://stleonard-streatham.org.uk/streatham-and-beyond/


• We want the vulnerable in our community to experience 
God’s love through us. 

The St Leonard’s pastoral support group (formally St 
Leonard’s seniors) meet regularly to ensure that all those 
who need extra support are known about and where 
possible needs are responded to. 

The work of Streatham Senior Connections, the Freedom 
Club, the Depression Alliance Group, home communion 
visits and the wonderful network of supportive friendships 
all serve to make St Leonard’s the loving community that it 
is.  

The future generation: 

• We want to ensure that local children and young people 
receive from us the nurture and care they need to grow 
in faith, hope and love. 

• We want to share the story of God’s love with the 
children in our community and beyond. 

• We want to strengthen our relationship with our church 
school and other schools in our neighbourhood. 

 
The Open the Book team continue to strengthen our 
outreach to the children at St Leonard’s primary school and 
Toddler Church goes from strength to strength each week. 

One of the reasons for needing further useful spaces is due 

to the remarkable growth in our Sunday children’s ministry. 

We have almost 40 children now on our books! Mercifully 

they do not attend every week otherwise we wouldn’t know 

where to put them all, but we have taken the decision this 

new year to divide our children into age appropriate groups. 

Children aged 9 upwards now have a special group of their 

https://stleonard-streatham.org.uk/children/
https://stleonard-streatham.org.uk/belonging/children/
https://stleonard-streatham.org.uk/belonging/streatham-and-beyond/
https://stleonard-streatham.org.uk/school/
https://stleonard-streatham.org.uk/school/


own on Sunday mornings. Temporarily they are meeting in 

the church hall, but it is our hope that this won’t be the long-

term solution as keeping our children near to us as we 

worship is the much-preferred option. 

 

As I settled down to write my ‘ramble’ I hadn’t expected to 

write such a long missive but there has been so much good 

news to share and so much achieved this year I hope you will 

forgive me.  

Our new sign board on the High Road says: 
‘Faith, Hope and Love in the Heart of Streatham’; I pray that 
by God’s grace and in the power of the Holy Spirit we will 
continue to grow in just these things in the year ahead. 
 
It continues to be both an honour and a joy to serve as your 

Rector and I am filled anticipation for whatever God has 

prepared for us in 2019. 

With my love and prayers, 

         

         
    

        


